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142 The Old Testament Student. 

We may instance a few facts called to mind by the author, as indicative of 
what may be found all through the book. We are told (p. 40) how the barrier 
between the Sephardim and the other Jews was removed. We have a sketch of 
the trials to which these people have been subjected by reason of the baseless and 
cruel " Blood Accusation" (Chaps, vn. and viii., and elsewhere). We are told 
that learned Jews once " taught geometry, logic and philosophy in the University 
of Oxford, and that, in other respects, they bore an important part in the earlier 
development of education in England (p. 48). The author shows that Jews became 
usurers in Britain, because they were by law shut out from other business. He 
makes no feeble answer to Goldwin Smith and Freeman, in respect to their severe 
arraignment of the Jews of England ; and plainly shows that Green was in error 
in saying that "from the time of Edward to that of Cromwell no Jew touched 
English ground." 

The book is one that should have many readers. It brings before us a man 
who has had very much to do in effecting the great social progress of the Jews 
which has marked the last eight decades. But while Sir Moses Monteflore was a 
Jew, and to Israel belonged the privilege of giving him to the world, the world will 
claim him for its own. His benefactions reached to all peoples, and included the 
Christian with the Jew; all will feel that they have a part in him, and will 
delight to do him honor. 



THE BOOK OF PSALMS. AMERICAN YERSIOS.* 



This book will be welcome to many readers, who, having found more satis- 
faction in the American Committee's renderings in the New Testament, have 
looked forward with interest to a similar edition of the Old. Pending the issue 
of such an edition of the whole Bible, this one of the portion of the Old Testa- 
ment which is most read will be acceptable. 

Among the differences in reading between the work of the two committees, 
perhaps the most noticeable is the use of "Jehovah" instead of "Lord." The 
reason for this is that the word Lord, indicating rule or mastery, is not a trans- 
lation of the Hebrew word, but gives an entirely different conception. The term 
" Jehovah " is already familiar to the English reader, and hence is chosen for 
popular use rather than the unfamiliar " Jahveh," preferred, with various modifi- 
cations, by scholars. Appearing, as it does, in place of the oft-repeated " Lord " 
of the common version, it attracts attention to the frequency with which the aw- 
ful divine name was used in the times when the Psalms were written. Yet as 
early, at least, as the time when the LXX. was made it had become obsolete as a 
spoken word. 

Another difference, and one that will be very acceptable to most readers, is 
the discarding of obsolete English words which the committee across the water, 
in their over-conservatism, had preserved. Where they would read "tell," "meat," 
"minished," we find "number," "food," "diminished." Instead of "I pre- 
vented the dawning of the morning and cried," we read " I anticipated," etc. 

It is to be hoped that this edition of the Psalms may assist in introducing the 
Revision to a more general use, a process that is necessarily slow. 

* The Book of Ps M.M8. Translated out of the Hebrew, etc., with the Readings and Render- 
ings preferred by the American Committee of Rerision incorporated into the text. Edited by 
John G. Lansing, D. D., Professor of Old Testament Languages and Exegesis in the Theological 
Seminary, New Brunswick, N. J. New York: Fordi, Howard ScHvXbtrt. Pp. vi, 169. Price, 26c. 



